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the violation, but in vain; and from the Act of
1712 undoubtedly flowed every secession and
schism that has taken place in the Church of
Scotland/ This is not the exaggeration of rhet-
oric, but the moderation of sober truth. For what
the Act of 1712 did, in the eyes at least of the
Church, was essentially to deal with a right funda-
mentally ecclesiastical in its nature, and so to
invade the Church's own province. It became
clear to the leaders of the Church that so to be
controlled was in fact to sacrifice the Divine
Supremacy to which they laid claim. Christ
could no longer be the Supreme Head of the
Presbyterian Church of Scotland if that Church
allowed lay authority to contravene His commands.
So that when it came, as they deemed, to a choice
between His Headship and freedom on the one
hand, and endowment and State control on the
other, they could not hesitate in their duty.
Ill
The Disruption takes its immediate rise in an
Act of the General Assembly in 1834.28 There had
long been signs in the Church of a deep dissatis-
faction with the Establishment. It meant, so, at
least, the voluntarists urged, enslavement to the
civil power; and to the answer that the Church
had spiritual freedom, the existence of civil
28 Buchanan, I, 280 ff.